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2006: A good year for crowdsourcing? 

h"p://www.wired.com/2006/06/crowds	  



“All these companies grew up in the Internet age and were 
designed to take advantage of the networked world. … [I]t 
doesn’t matter where the laborers are – they might be down the 
block, they might be in Indonesia – as long as they are 
connected to the network. 
 
Technological advances in everything from product design 
software to digital video cameras are breaking down the cost 
barriers that once separated amateurs from professionals. … The 
labor isn’t always free, but it costs a lot less than paying 
traditional employees. It’s not outsourcing; it’s crowdsourcing.” 

h"p://www.wired.com/2006/06/crowds	  
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Crowdsourcing now: How hard can it 
be to name a boat? 



Crowdsourcing now: How hard can it 
be to name a boat? 

Britain's Natural Environment Research Council has 
learned a hard lesson about  crowdsourcing. 
The  independent science organization recently 
launched a public call for names for its new vessel, 
an Antarctic survey ship that's costing the 
equivalent of $300 million USD and is being built to 
replace Royal Research Ships (RRS) Ernest 
Shackleton and James Clark Ross.	  
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Is Boaty McBoatface “real crowdsourcing” 

Crowdsourcing now: How hard can it 
be to name a boat? 

…if not, why not? 



“Classical Crowdsourcing” 



Visits	  the	  
tombs	  

“Classical Crowdsourcing” 
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Crowdsourcing in the wild 



Crowdsourcing in the wild 

Not perfect, not 
uncontentious 



Crowdsourcing in the wild 

https://www.openstreetmap.org 



Crowdsourcing in the wild 

https://www.openstreetmap.org 



Approved OSM feature terms 

Restaurant 

Pub 

Bar 

Biergarten 

Nightclub 

Strip club 

Swinger club 

Brothel 

OSM feature terms not approved/voted down 

Chid care 

Kindergarten 

Play group 

Baby hatch 

 

	  

Crowdsourcing in the wild 

“On OSM spaces of care and nurture that are associated with 
feminized skills garner less attention that the facilities where 
women are commodified” 



•  Contributory projects 

•  Collaborative projects 

•  Co-created projects 

Crowdsourcing in the wild 

Bonney, R., Ballard, H., Jordan, R., McCallie. E., Phillips, T., Shirk, J. and Wilderman, C. C. 2009,  
Center for Advancement of Informal Science Education, Washington D. C. (online at http://caise.insci.org/uploads/docs/
PPSR%20report%20FINAL.pdf).  
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Conclusion 

2016: A good year for crowdsourcing? 
 
•  Howe was right when he said crowdsourcing was about networks 

•  …especially about the Internet as a network 

•  BUT – the Internet has changed since 2006 

•  Crowdsourcing in the wild is bidirectional  

•  Classical crowdsourcing assumes unidirectional engagement (a 
“2006 idea of the Internet) 

•  = co-creation with authors, observers and meaning-makers 

•  Not replicating academic perfection 


