
Contextualizing Vital Records: 

INTRODUCTION
The records of disease, accident, and death in the WWII Japanese-American 
incarceration camps provide a way to draw relationships between the conditions in 
the Tule Lake Camp and the protests that occurred there. By analyzing vital records 
and comparing them to extant knowledge about Tule Lake, we are able to tell a more 
complete story of the experiences of the incarcerees. The following is an example of 
a vital record that inspired our initial research questions.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
This document shows selected reportable diseases and provides cross references for 
the codes found in other vital records. It exemplifies how a set of data can spark 
questions and lead to an investigation that tells a narrative of human experience within 
a specific context. 

BAR GRAPH 
Using the vital records 
related to death in the 
camps, we were able to 
create a graph that 
showed the significantly 
larger number of deaths 
at Tule Lake.

TYPED LIST OF DEMANDS
Kuratomi presented this list of 
demands to camp authorities 
during the meeting. It is clear from 
this list that the sanitation, diet, 
cemetery, and hospital conditions 
were inadequate to meet a 
standard of health, well-being, and 
cultural sensitivity for the 
incarcerees.

Their needs, according to 
Kuratomi’s committee, were largely 
neglected by Tule Lake staff.

Why were there 
so many infant 
deaths in the 

camp?

What were the 
effects of 

homicide in the 
camps?

What do these 
numbers next to 

the causes of 
death mean?

Were there 
trends in death 

over time?
NOV 1, 1943 

MEETING
Led by George 
Toshio Kuratomi, a 
committee of 
incarcerees met with 
National Director 
Myer and Project 
Director Best to 
demand change.

This data led us to 
investigate Tule Lake’s 

hospital, directed by 
Dr. Reese Pedicord.

 Dr. ichard Marciano
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vital record be useful 

for researchers in 
creating a narrative of 
Japaenese Americants

in Tule Lake?
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