Consolidating and Analyzing Vital Records:
Creating a Narrative for the Tule Lake Incarceration Camp
FUTURE RESEARCH
TRENDS
This chart, magnified from the
yearly Tule Lake death count,
shows the morbidity rate of the
camp by month, from May 1942 to
March 1946.
- There is a visible upward trend
shown from these records
- There is a spike in deaths
following the insurrection on
November 4th, 1943.
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Compare the percentages of the entire US
population suffering from the treatable diseases
listed in the Table of Contents to the same
percentages of disease at Tule Lake
Examine the timing of death, disease, and casualty
at Tule Lake after the protest to see if any changes
were made or if conditions worsened, possibly
drawing a conclusion about its ramifications.
Look at exit records, particularly relocation to Japan,
and, use other government records to find out how
many of those people came back to the US.
Resolve discrepancies between the morgue
records, burial records, cremation records, and find
any people who are unaccounted for.

DATA CONSOLIDATION
We investigated morgue records, crematorium records, incident cards, and the
Final Accountability Roster (FAR), which contained around 151K documents, to
examine the vital records available following Tule Lake’s closure in 1946.
OpenRefine was used to consolidate this data into a single, usable document,
resulting in 327 records of all reported deaths in Tule Lake.
69 records were not present in both morgue and cremation records, and of those
records, 16% were infants under the age of 1.
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Spikes in this chart do not reflect an expected
distribution of mortality; what is the cause of this
abnormality?
What is the life expectancy of children born in the
camp?
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